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Coping with severe winters

Opinions vary about why it’s
happening, but authorities are trying
to find better ways of coping with it.

Highways have added more roads
to their gritting routes, which carry
85% of traffic miles, although most
estate roads will still not be gritted.

Roads with schools will be gritted
more if it snows during term, to help
them stay open or reopen quickly.

Highways have also been installing
grit bins in the worst-affected places
to allow us to fend for ourselves.

These are for us to use on public
highways or paths where we live.

The grit must not be used on private

drives or land – that
would be theft and
could result in
Highways refusing to
refill the bin, or even
removing it.

Last winter there was
widespread concern
that we might be sued
if we cleared snow
outside our houses and someone
then hurt themselves.

The “Directgov” website now has
advice for avoiding this risk.  Search
for “Clearing snow” and you’ll find it.

Thank you to all who did manage to
clear paths in front of their houses.
Many people have expressed
appreciation of how much this
helps, particularly for those who are
not steady on their feet but need to

get out for essential supplies.

If you have vulnerable neighbours,
why not check they are okay?
Maybe getting a few much-needed
supplies while you’re buying your
own could make a big difference.

There’s clearly much more we need
to do to adapt to changing weather,
if it proves permanent. It’s important
that lessons are learnt quickly and
sensible changes are made.

Will scenes like these become a
regular feature of our winters in future?

Blocked sewers
warning!
In recent months
there have been a
number of sewer
blockages caused
by flushing inappropriate
materials down lavatories.

Household and baby wipes,
cotton buds and so on, and
even cooking fat down the sink,
have all caused blockages.

A sewage surcharge is serious
and no-one wants it to happen
to them, so please ensure no-
one in your house is doing this!

Local News

Lib Dems - Always Working for Yateley

Waitrose Car Park Success
Town councillors regularly meet
Yateley Police to sort out local crime
and anti-social behaviour issues.

One issue they have recently tackled is the anti-social behaviour and
“joyriding” in the Waitrose car park which has gone on for years.  As a result,
barriers have now been installed, and the difference is already clear.

First Yateley Town Council put in bollards to cut off one of the “joyriding”
escape routes and then Waitrose installed a barrier which enables them to
close off their section of the car park at night.  Cost-effective and simple!

Road Closure for new Water Main installation
Reading Road will be closed from the roundabout by Frogmore
Community College through to the A30 for several months this spring.

South East Water are laying a new larger 600mm (24”) water main to cope
with growing demand in the area.  The work is expected to take 18 weeks.

Clearly this is going to have a great impact on our travel patterns during this
time.  Traffic will be diverted along the A30 and then down Cricket Hill, but
there is likely to be a lot of rat-running through local roads as well.

New “Hart Shopper” Community Bus Launched
If you struggle to use an ordinary bus, or if
the bus stop is just too far away, then you
are entitled to use the new “Hart Shopper”
bus to The Meadows and Camberley.

The bus runs every second Friday -
14th and 28th January, 11th and 25th
February, 11th and 25th March, and so on.

The Hart Shopper collects people from their homes in Eversley, Yateley,
Frogmore, Blackwater and Hawley and takes them to The Meadows and
Camberley by 10 am and then returns at 12 noon.

You need to book your seat in advance and by noon the day before you
travel at the latest.  Call 0845 602 4135 for more information or to book.
The cost is £5 for a return trip, or £2.50 with a concessionary bus pass.

Road to Cemetery to remain potholed
The road to Heathlands Cemetery has been in a poor state in recent years.
Officially it is really a bridleway which was illegally tarmacked many years
ago.  Common sense tells us that it should be made into a proper highway
so that it can be resurfaced properly.  It is shameful that families following
their loved ones on their final journeys have to endure watching the hearse
being jolted by the potholes.

So Hampshire Highways were asked to take this over, and all agreed that
this was the right solution.  Except the Conservative Cabinet member
responsible - who has ruled that Highways will not take the road over, so
making it impossible to resurface it properly without breaking the law.

Local Lib Dem councillors will continue to fight this heartless decision!

Tories cut bus pass use

From April bus passes will be issued by County Councils instead of District Councils.
The Government funding will go to Hampshire instead of Hart.

However, Hampshire
Tories are cutting the right
to travel at any time, which
anyone over 60 in Hart can currently enjoy.

Passes will only be valid from 9.30 am on weekdays.
This will affect health appointments, or those who just
want a day out shopping or visiting friends.

£55 of tokens for people with disabilities will be replaced
with £32 of vouchers – not much to last a whole year!

Free bus passes have been a great success, getting
people to use buses, encouraging many to keep active
by getting out and about more and taking cars off our
roads.



Labour’s waste of YOUR money comes to an end:

ID Cards GONE!
Labour’s expensive and wasteful Identity Cards scheme
has been axed by the new Government. This saves
£835 million that would have come from YOUR taxes.

All existing ID cards are invalid from 21 January, and
the National Identity Register database, including photos
and fingerprints, will be destroyed on 21 February.

It had been feared Labour would make Identity Cards
compulsory. Labour’s Big Brother law allowed over 50 items of personal
information to be held on the National Identity Register, with 48,000 private
companies having access to the database. And we’d all have had to pay £60
for the card.  It’s a good job Labour didn’t get back to do all this!

l Lib Dems
campaigned at
the last election
for ID cards to
be axed

Pothole compensation payouts soar by 85%
For years Lib Dems have pointed
out the dreadful state of our
pavements and roads, but
Hampshire Conservatives have
always rejected our proposals to
sort it out.

Now compensation paid out for
vehicle damage and injury claims
has soared from £60,000 in
2008/09 to £111,000 in 2009/10
– a massive 85% increase.

Wouldn’t it be better to fix the
roads properly in the first place
and avoid the human misery of
twisted ankles, cuts and bruises,
and damage to cars?

The Conservatives have failed to
invest enough in repairs over the
years.  They decided to do some
catching up last year, but still a
fraction of what’s needed.

They consider the job done, but
have a look for yourself.  Do you
think our pavements and roads
are in good order?

We will continue to press for a
sensible investment programme
of road repairs.  After all, we all
know a stitch in time saves nine!

Our roads and pavements
are in a dreadful state

Residents thank cold weather workers

Also paper boys and girls, milk
deliverers, meals on wheels, care
workers and everyone else who
worked hard to keep things going
during severe weather.

We should also remember the
gritter lorry drivers who worked
around the clock to keep our
main roads clear – working to the
limits of what’s safe to do.

All of them, and many others like
them, deserve our thanks.

But Tory rule causes chaos

We all understand disruption to
bin collections when the weather
is bad, but why on earth did Hart
not tell us they were changing the
usual arrangements over
Christmas and New Year?

When there’s a bank holiday they
collect the bins a day late and
catch up at the weekend.  This
time they worked on the bank

holidays and so came a day
earlier than expected.

Many people had not put the bins
out and there were many cases
of people chasing the lorry down
the road - sometimes in their
nightwear.

Hart point out that details were
on their website, and there was
an advert in the local paper, but
this isn’t good enough.

Most people didn’t know there
would be a change, so they
didn’t look on the website or for
the advert.

Once again Hart Tories messed
up our bin collection.  They just
can’t get it right! The ability to
run whelk stalls comes to mind…

Not just ice, but mud on our roads too!

Lorries are leaving the site (opposite Weybridge Mead)
with wheels covered in mud.  The worst impact is in
Sandhurst Road, although Collards have been required

to provide a road cleaning
vehicle which removes
some of the mud here.

The mud is also spreading
to other roads, including
Cricket Hill .  There is
widespread concern that
this will lead to a serious
accident before too long.

Residents and councillors are pressing for Collards to
be required to clean wheels before lorries leave the site.
It happens elsewhere, so why not here?

There is also serious
concern about an application
by  M Collard to use Clark’s
Farm near Frogmore College
as a waste facility,
processing 50,000 tonnes of
industrial and demolition

waste a year.  This could generate 100  vehicle
movements each day, including 20 tonne lorries.

It would include concrete crushing, metal storage, soil
sifting and wood chipping.  This has led to concerns
about noise, dust, vibration and other major impacts.

It is now expected that this will be considered by the
County Council on 10th Feb or 22nd March.  There is still
time for you to make your views known at:

Clark’s
Farm
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UK CURTAIN COMPANY
CURTAINS – BLINDS – FABRICS

ALL AT ‘DISCOUNT PRICES’

FOR FREE ESTIMATES – PHONE:

Camberley
Office
Basingstoke
Showroom

01252 876609
01256 329939

FOR ALL YOUR CURTAIN NEEDS

OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
1st Floor Unit 19, Moniton Trading Estate,
West Ham Lane, Basingstoke, RG22 6NQ

BRIAN BLEWETT FCA
If you have a business and you
need an accountant to prepare
your accounts and deal with your
tax affairs, please contact me for
a free introductory meeting.

Tel: 07748 720083
Or: 01276 509146

brian.blewett@ntlworld.com
You will find that my charges are
very reasonable.

· Concerts, Theatres, Shows
· Day Tours, Mini Breaks

· Group Arrangements
· Private Occasions
· Corporate Events

Telephone NOW for a FREE EventGuide,
GroupGuide and ShortBreak Guide

Travallen Travel & Events,
9 Aylesham Way, Yateley, Hants GU46 6NR

Tel: (01252) 877103
Email: events@travallen.co.uk

Visit our website: www.travallen.co.uk

Potley Hill Community Preschool
Invites you to visit our

fantastic new setting on
the Frogmore Campus

○  ICT zone with PCs and interactive whiteboard
○  Secure garden and our own allotment
○  Brand new “little ones” library and role play areas
○  New food technology area
○  Excellent Ofsted report

Potley Hill Road, Yateley, Hants, GU46 6AG
01252 869944     email:potleyhill.preschool@yahoo.com

www.potleyhill-preschool.hampshire.org.uk

Call 01252 869944 for an appointment
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with growing demand in the area.  The work is expected to take 18 weeks.

Clearly this is going to have a great impact on our travel patterns during this
time.  Traffic will be diverted along the A30 and then down Cricket Hill, but
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The road to Heathlands Cemetery has been in a poor state in recent years.
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so that it can be resurfaced properly.  It is shameful that families following
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